
Northbound from 4 Way Stop:
A. Original 1926 Pavement
B. Memorial Blue Star Garden and Eagle Scout Shelter
C. Historic Money Creek Bridge
D. American Heritage Tree Lane
E. Burma Shave Signs
F. Native Wildflowers and Prairie Grasses
G. Northern End of Parkway

Southbound from 4 Way Stop:
1. Pure Oil Truck Stop Plaque
2. Activity Sheet & Flagpole Photo Op
3. Illinois Mural
4. Missouri Mural
5. Kansas Mural
6. Dead Manʼs Curve
7. Hendersonʼs Dairy & Standard Oil Plaque
8. Henderson Memorial Garden
9. Fernʼs Cafe Plaque
10. Oklahoma Mural
11. Texas Mural
12. New Mexico Mural
13. Guth Memorial Garden
14. Arizona Mural
15. Borrow Pit Plaque
16. California Mural & “TOWANDA” sign
17. Boyd Wesley Park
18. Southern End of the Parkway

Self-Guided Tour Stops:
Things to Do:

   • Take a self-guided tour (see stops labeled on this map below,
        more info about each stop on the back of this map)
   • Explore the Parkway and enjoy the beauty of our accredited arboretum
   • Have a picnic lunch at one of our shelters or picnic tables
   • Read about the history of the road on the murals, placards, and kiosks
   • Collect all 8 state mural pamphlets along the Parkway
   • Visit the map painted on the road (near Stop 1)
   • Explore the Heritage Tree Lane Corridor (Stop D)
   • Travel Dead Manʼs Curve (by foot or by car) (Stop 6)
   • Find the Burma Shave sign posts (4 sets total)
   • Visit the original 1926 pavement (Stop A)
   • Have your photo taken at the “TOWANDA” sign near Stop 16
   • Visit route66towanda.org to learn more about the Parkway
   • Donate to the Towanda, Illinois Route 66 Parkway Foundation 

TOWANDA, IL ROUTE 66 PARKWAY
                 & ARBORETUM

You are hereYou are here

You are hereYou are here

Boyd Wesley Park

Borrow Pit

MONEY CREEK

Walnut
Grove

Neighborhood

American
Heritage Tree

Lane

Dead Manʼs Curve
Burma Shave Signs

See enlarged map for more detail

and southbound self-guided tour stops

North Trail
Head Shelter

Road continues
1/4 mile south

Historic Money Creek
Bridge Marker

Unio
n P

acif
ic R

ailr
oad

Union Pac
ific 

Railr
oad

North
bou

nd



NORTHBOUND
 from the 4-way stop (6.6 miles round 

trip, 3.3 miles one way to the North Trail Head Shelter 
parking):

A. Visit the original 1926 road alignment and existing pave-
ment across the street from the BP gas station and experience 
the narrow 16’ width of the original road. Look for the brown 
“Original Route 66” sign.

B. Just to the east (towards the 4-way stop) enjoy the Blue 
Star Memorial Garden planted by local 3rd graders from 
Towanda Elementary School and have a picnic under the 
shelter built by a local Eagle Scout. Reflect on your time here 
by observing the Blue Star Memorial Highway plaque. This 
marker and plot pay tribute to the armed forces that have 
defended the United States.

C. The Parkway you’re visiting started with a group of 
dedicated teachers, local high school students, and community 
minded citizens. Geography and history students used this 
abandoned stretch of Route 66 to learn about its historical, 
geographical, and economic impact and to preserve it for cur-
rent and future generations. The Historic Money Creek Bridge 
was contracted to be demolished in 1999 thus dissecting the 
developing Route 66 Parkway. Students petitioned to save the 
bridge, gathering over 1,000 signatures to preserve it. From 
the experience students learned to become active citizens in 
the communities where they reside.

D. The American Heritage Tree Lane includes 17 trees grown 
at historic locations throughout the United States. Examples 
include George Washington’s Mount Vernon’s sycamore and 
Robert Frost’s birch from his New Hampshire farm. This 
section of the Parkway offers opportunities to learn about 
historical sites, individuals, and events occurring near the 
original tree. All of these trees were propagated from seeds 
or cuttings from the ancestral tree. The entire length of the 
Parkway consists of over 400 trees of 93 species, along with 
numerous shrubs and grasses. The heritage trees are a 
unique part of our Parkway’s accredited arboretum. 

E. Burma Shave signs were famously posted along stretches 
of Route 66. Watch for these signs along this and other 
stretches of the Parkway. Try creating your own Burma 
Shave sign saying!

F. Native wildflowers and prairie grasses have been planted 
along this stretch of Parkway. Try to envision millions of 
acres of prairie grasses that once covered the Midwest and 
Great Plains before Route 66 passed through.

G. You’ve reached the northern end of the Towanda, Illinois 
Route 66 Parkway! This is a great place to park and take 
a short walk and think about your time along Route 66 or 
look around before continuing your journey!

Please support this exhibit by scanning the QR code or 
sending tax-free contributions to:Mr. Fred Walk	

10 Bent Tree Lane
Towanda, IL 61776

Make checks payable to 
the Towanda, IL Route 
66 Parkway (a 501(c)3 
organization)

This exhibit was made possible thanks to the volunteer 
efforts of many community members and monetary dona-
tions. The local Friends of the Constitution Trail entity was a 
crucial partner in making our Parkway the only accredited 
arboretum along the entire Route 66 corridor by donating 
and planting 100 of our nearly 400 trees representing 93 
species.
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